
REMEMBER ME
Praising the God in Whom We Take Root

Happy New Year to each and all of you!  It is wonderful to be back with you today and 
looking forward to all God has for us in the year ahead. Before we plunge into that 
good future, however, I want to suggest that one of the best ways to really ready 
ourselves to meet our best future is to ponder our past. 

Maybe that’s why one of the most consistent challenges the Bible gives us is to be a 
people who REMEMBER. The prophet Moses hits this theme often in his conversations 
with the people of Israel. Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way 
in the wilderness… The Israelites are just about to cross the Jordan River and take 
possession of the Promised Land. They are going to face huge challenges. But if they 
can remember how faithful God was in their past and how he delivered them and led 
them along the way, this confidence in God is going to fortify them to remain 
courageous when they face difficulties in their future. 

Moses also calls the children of Israel to remember that the path God led them on in 
the past had another crucial purpose. It was  …to humble and test you in order to 
know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 
(Deut 8:2) It was to find out whether these people could indeed become THE people 
through whom a Messiah would one day come.

I talked recently with a member of this church who is going through a gauntlet of 
challenges in the U.S. military. He is enduring harrowing physical and mental tests 
aimed at revealing the quality of his heart. If he does not rise to the commands he is 
being given, he will return to “normal life.” No one will blame him. But, if he perseveres, 
something else will happen. He will become a member of the Special Forces – one of 
those rare person equipped for higher service and influence than most will ever know. 

Like that friend, or like the Israelites of long ago, this congregation has been on a 
challenging journey. Twenty-five months ago, God led us onto the pathway we named, 
TAKE ROOT. At first, I’m sure, Take Root probably seemed like just another fundraising 
campaign or building project. I know many of you got tired with all the talk of money 
and giving. Gradually, however, I hope you came to see that Take Root was, in fact, a 
Discipleship Boot Camp... a test of our faith in the faithfulness of God… a challenge to 
reorder our priorities and build the muscle of our character so we could become even 
more than we already are those Special Forces God is using to rescue this world. 

As one of our Trustees said, what came as the result of this congregation’s commitment 
to that discipleship journey is simply knee-bending. So, before we rush off into a whole 
New Year, I just want to invite you to look back and REMEMBER – to contemplate and 
celebrate -- what God has done in and through the people of this church.
One of the great outcomes of Take Root was to fully underwrite all of the 
core ministries, mission, and media outreach of our church these last two 
years. There was no end-of-the-year fire alarm. We simply covered together the vast 
array of worship, growth, and service ministries that bring God’s grace and truth into 
the lives of so many thousands of people each year. 



But your investment in Take Root helped also had a greater impact. It 
advanced the major objectives of our 2020 Strategic Plan.

• 25 months ago, for example, we were just dreaming about establishing the first 
new branch of Christ Church. Today, however, Christ Church Downers Grove is a 
reality, a marvelous congregation of more than 200 people who meet to worship, 
grow, and serve in the surrounding community. How about that?

• Two years ago, we had a vision of making a greater Kingdom impact in an under-
resourced area along the Roosevelt Road corridor. Now, because of Take Root, 
we have birthed Resilient — a Christian community development corporation -- 
with a staff and volunteers that are now providing mentoring, tutoring, and 
practical aid assistance to hundreds of kids and families in several under-
resourced schools and neighborhoods in that region. What do you think of that?

• Because of Take Root, we’ve been able to fully fund not only our normal array of 
global mission partners, but to expand beyond that to underwrite student 
scholarships and teacher salaries and physical renovations in two Kenyan Schools 
that are making faith and flourishing possible for hundreds of children.

• Perhaps most visibly to many of us, through Take Root, we’ve been able to cover 
nearly two-thirds of the cost of renovating and expanding the capacity of our 
Oak Brook campus. If you attend our Oak Brook branch, I hope you are pleased 
with this work. But, even if not, I hope you understand how important the 
improvements we’ve made here are to ensuring this church’s long term vitality 
and our ability to keep sowing the gospel in other communities and countries in 
years to come.

If a person just came here occasionally, or maybe spent most of their time on the edge 
of our church’s life, it would be possible to think that all of what I’ve just described 
simply happened. There is a persevering myth in the life of our church that says: “I’m 
sure somebody else will do it.” It reminds me of a video that is floating around the 
internet that features a husband who marvels to his wife over the powers of their 
“Magic Sink.” “What are you talking about?”  his spouse asks. “Well, it’s amazing,” he 
says. Every day I just drop these dirty dishes into the sink and every evening or 
morning they are all clean and put away!”  His wife just rolls her eyes.

Like that husband, I am not the sharpest pencil in the box. But I am not clueless about 
the PEOPLE through whom God has done the marvels he did over the past two years.

• I want to thank the Board of Trustees and Elders who had the vision and 
courage to endorse this amazing leap of faith in the first place. 

• We want to acknowledge the Take Root Steering Committee who labored 
for so long to put this campaign together and undergirded it with such 
love and prayer. 

• Take Root could not have become the movement of faith and sacrifice it 
did without the efforts and example of two amazing women -- Sherri 
Adams, our Executive Director of Stewardship & Generosity and her 
phenomenal colleague, Jody Paige. Their daily work on so many events, 
publications, videos, and relationships was second only to the spiritual 



leadership they consistently modeled.

• We also want to express gratitude for our incredible Communications, AV 
and Worship Departments who supported this campaign with such 
creativity and diligence – and also the myriad of other staff and volunteers 
who just kept rolling up their sleeves and putting their hands into the sink 
these past two years.

• At our Building Dedication in November, we had the chance to celebrate 
all who worked on our Oak Brook expansion, but I want to underline again 
that we could not have started or finished our construction project without 
the support of First Midwest Bank and the guidance and blessing of the 
Village of Oak Brook. I want to especially acknowledge Village President, 
Dr. Gopal Lalmalani. 

But above all, I want to THANK YOU, the people of Christ Church. God’s grace through 
YOU was the magic of Take Root. YOU allowed the awesome, amazing life-changing 
GOD to take you on this journey and to make YOU one of his Special Forces. This made 
it possible for us to advance Christ’s purposes in the phenomenal ways we’ve seen. 

Like the tale of Abraham and Sarah with whom we first began in the Fall of 2016, there 
have been so many stories of courage and faithfulness that have defined this season. 
Through our numerous Take Root videos, you’ve seen all kinds of people of various 
ages wrestling with the call of God on their lives, sensing Him inviting them to trust him 
more, to invest more of themselves in his kingdom’s work. 

I think of that couple on one of our videos who had drifted away from the church and 
then experienced Take Root as God’s call to come back and be part of something bigger 
than themselves. You may remember that the husband in this case was then diagnosed 
with stage four pancreatic cancer. Rather than cursing God, however, they doubled their 
investment in Take Root. They wanted to people to know that if ever there is a time to 
trust God and serve his purposes, it is in moments of suffering and uncertainty. Their 
example has been “knee-bending,” to say the least.

I remember the older couple who live in North Carolina, but join us along with 600 
other households via livestream for worship each Sunday. This couple wrote and told us 
how inspired they felt to make a commitment to Take Root out of gratitude for our 
media ministry. They’ve now given over their original commitment.  My parents made a 
sacrificial gift from Connecticut for the very same reason. 
 
There’s the story of the young family of five in our church with children ages 12 to 17. 
Every one of them gave with excitement and joy at the chance to see the ministries of 
Christ Church grow and they have grown. The way the youth of our church have 
absorbed the generosity of God and sought to imitate it is one of the greatest legacies 
of Take Root. It would have been worth doing this discipleship campaign just for that.
 
Then there are the many couples who have moved to Florida or some other place but 
have given generously to Take Root because they love Christ Church and are committed 
to seeing it continue to thrive and shape the spiritual vision and welfare of people like it 
did when they were under its influence.



I hope you are you getting this picture. Through Take Root, God has been summoning 
people from every walk of life to trust him more and be used of him more. Long-time 
disciples have been stretched into new territories of faith. Young families have 
dedicated themselves to making Christ’s work a priority in their lives. People crushed by 
debt have committed themselves to getting out of it so they can help support the life-
changing work of Christ’s church. Hundreds of you have shifted out of the spectator 
seats and become part of the Special Forces God is raising up for the needs of our day. 

The cumulative effect of all this has been historic. Over the past 25 months, God has 
inspired us to a level of generosity more than double the figure ever given over a two-
year period in the past. To put this in larger perspective, God has unleashed through 
this congregation the greatest outpouring of generosity in a two-year campaign for a 
church of our size in American history. Because our list of projects was especially big, 
we still have a ways to go to cover the full cost of our building expansion. But we’ve 
exceeded the previous national benchmark by more than a million dollars so far.

So, as Moses says: Do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them 
fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to 
their children after them. (Deut 4:9) Please don’t let Take Root be just a passing 
moment. Let it be instead a movement with continuing and mounting effects. Let’s seek 
“a new normal” together that is truly worthy of God’s generosity toward us. 

Many years ago, Jesus gathered his disciples around a table. He wanted to see them 
become a very special force for the advancement of his kingdom (Acts 1:8). How could 
he inspire them to move from selfishness to selflessness? Jesus knew the answer. 
Taking off his robe and tying a towel around his waist, he stooped down and began to 
wash the dirty stuff (John 13:3-5). He who was worthy of the worship and the service 
of everyone there became the Magic Sink. 

What Jesus did around that table was simply a pointer toward what he would do hours 
later when he poured himself out so generously on the cross for the redemption of my 
sins, your sins, and that of mankind. Let my example be your pattern, Jesus instructed 
his disciples. In effect, he was saying: Don’t let your life be about grabbing but giving. 
Don’t live for yourself alone, but root your life so deeply in me that more and more you 
live your life for the sake of others.  “Do this, said Jesus, in remembrance of 
me.” (Luke 22:19) 

Take Root has been our congregation’s greatest step thus far in living into that 
commission. Unless you just showed up in the past few weeks, you’ve been here for 
that adventure. Thank you for your vital part in this magnificent movement of God. That 
campaign is done today. But that that commission and the marvelous influence it makes 
possible is just beginning.  I’m so excited to see what God will do through each of us 
and all of us in this New Year ahead. 


